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Overview of Presentation

1. Brief Overview and Facts about the Colorado Trucking 
Industry

2. Current Industry Concerns and Issues

3. Colorado Specific Concerns 

4.   Trucking Industry Proposed Strategies and Actions to 
Reduce Emissions 

5. Possible Legislation for TLRC Consideration 

6. Foster Child Driver License Issue (Shayne Madsen) 
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* Information from Indeed.Com 
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Trucking is the Engine that Fuels 
Colorado’s Economy
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Trucking is Essential to Colorado’s 
Economy and Well Being  
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Trucking Industry has Reduced PM and Nox Emissions 
in  New Trucks by 98% versus 1988 
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Broad Industry Concerns 

• Supply Chain Issues

- Delays in receiving trucks and parts

- Delays in different areas of logistics network 

• Continuing Driver and Technician Shortage 

• Inflation and Higher Fuel Prices 

• Congestion and bottlenecks across the country
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Continuing Driver and 
Technician Shortage 
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Colorado Specific Concerns 

• Congestion and Roadway Conditions 

• Need for Greater Resiliency in Transportation Network 

• Implications for Industry if Denver North Front Range 
is Deemed Severe for Ozone by EPA 

• Concerns that adoption of Calif. medium and heavy 
duty ZEV rules 

• Safety – Reducing runaway trucks and overall truck 
involved accidents 
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Denver to Grand Junction on I-70: Normal 
Drive Time –4 to 4.5 Hours  (roundtrip 9 to 
10 hours)

Alternate Route (I-70 at Silverthorne (Exit 
205) onto CO 9 to US 40 to Craig, then south 
on CO 13 to Rifle, rejoin I-70:

Detour Drive Time – 6.5 to 8 hours 
(roundtrip 13 to 16 hours)

Federal Truckdriver Hours of Service 
Rules: 11 hours of drive time over 13 hour on 
duty period/followed by mandatory 10 hour 
rest period

Resiliency Issue 
Impact of Closure of I-70 through Glenwood 

Canyon on Supply Chain - 2021

How Does this Affect the Supply Chain: 
50% of the Traffic on I-70 West  travels to or from destinations on the West Slope.  Many of those 
locations could be served by a truckdriver within  his/her allowable driving hours within one day. 
Because of additional travel time on alternate route for many of those trips now requires that the 
driver layover on West Slope.  Alternate route is 100 miles longer.  This translates into additional 
transport costs to cover additional time, fuel, and in some cases overnight accommodations for 
drivers.  These costs are passed on to businesses and consumers.
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Implications of EPA Designation of 
Severe Status for Ozone 

•Increased costs in gasoline prices by $.51 to over $1.  Cost 
increase would not be limited to nonattainment area. 

•Fuel shortages due to lack of refining capacity for RFG in 
the region

•Greater transportation and travel costs to transport RFG 
fuel from states that produce it.  In addition increased 
emissions if fuel must be transported by rail or truck from 
those areas. 

•Will increase costs to consumers and businesses, making 
them less competitive with surrounding states 
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Actions to Reduce Truck-related Emissions  
Providing Greatest ROI for the State in Shortest 

Timeframe 

• Focus on Greatest Area of the Problem – older diesel trucks –
Grant program to scrap and replace with 2017 or newer truck

• Strongly encourage contractors and provide incentives to 
them and trucking subcontractors working on publicly-funded 
construction projects in non-attainment areas to operate 
2010 or newer model trucks 

• Provide similar tax credit for RNG zero emission trucks as 
exists for Electric and Hydrogen today

• Remove Penalty for ZEV trucks related to Specific Ownership 
Tax – Make SOT comparable to Diesel vehicles. 
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Highlighting Where Greatest Problem 
Lies for On-Highway Diesel Emissions
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Overview of Pre-2007 Medium  and Heavy 
Duty Trucks in Colorado

 Many are second or third owner vehicles

 Many of these older vehicles are based or are proximate 
to disadvantaged areas

 Large percentage of these vehicles are in construction 
sector and many deliver materials for state and local govt. 
construction projects 

 Primarily owned by smaller companies, many of whom 
may be MBEs/DBEs  who are not be in a financial position 
to purchase a new truck

 Operate on a local/regional basis with a large number 
based and operating in the Denver Metro Area and along 
the Front Range in non-attainment areas

 Shorter trips with destinations that can change weekly 
with many destinations being rural areas 
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Proposed Concepts for 
Consideration by the TLRC 

 Proposed study for on-line registration system for 
intrastate commercial vehicles where fleets may 
register through a single portal and assign vehicle to 
the county where it is based 

 Consideration of updating of intrastate motor carrier 
fine structure – fines have not been increased since 
2001 and they do not deter bad actors 

Consideration of Legislation related to Roundabouts to 
improve safety whereby other motorists yield to trucks 
– similar legislation exists in WA and Wisc. 
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